< JOSHUA: ]nﬂucncing Others ~ T ransitions” (6.25.17)

[F verbeen stuck in fife — not knowing what your next move should be — all

you can dois pray & ask (7od to intervenc ~ to show you which pathto walk down?

E_sscntia"y: life is a series of transitions & choices that ulti matclg determine where

we end up in life.

4— (TWO TYFPELS) of transition in life:

vt type of transition = ones we anticiPatc and are gcncra“y Positivc (getting out of

co”egc, singleness to marriage, starting a newjob, havirxg a babg}

v ;7.“d tch of transition = ones that are dreaded and are gcncra"g ncgativc transitions

that we find ourselves Facing a NE_W NORMAL we didn’t sign up for:

*— Brokcn mamlagc/d/vorcc is devastating to everyone irxvolved, a new career that you
worked hard to getinto onlg to realize it isn’tgoocl a gooc! 1Cit, a sudden death of aloved
one/or friend, hcaltl’:g one dag to bcing cliagnoscd with a serious illness.

T ransitions in life are inevitable ~ more often than not thcy arrive without warning.

] remember a season in Ecckg’s and my fife that we gotto cxPcricncc these (TWO
of transitions all at the same time.
TYFES)

(TWO TYFPELS of T ransitions @ once)

4— 7% ministry we were stuck — stuck in a ministry of a dying church; stuck doi ng all the

things that still have to be done in a volunteer-less church; stuck barc!y ckfngouta
//ving between 5outh ministry and two Part-—tfme jo/;s. After 8 years of service, and
]itera”g being told that l could stay at this church {:orevcr, but l would never have a
future as a prea chi ng Pastor, Bcc)éy and / bcgan Praylhg~ no, [)égging~ God fora
alf)(;[crcntoppodunﬂ.y. We actua”g went on a 6 week Daniel f:ast in order to seek
(God's favor and direction, but (Hod remained silent. ]t was the very weekend that ]
told Bccky that (God must want us in Nashville that Tim Coop from ] ucson,



Arizona came to do a revival. Beckg and ] were hooked; we knew we wanted to be

where Tim Coop was. So the clag that he ]Ciﬂa”\lj called us was like a dream.

*— Transitioning to Jucson was the greatest. | litera”y gotmy dreamjob. Small group
ministrg was a new field in those clays. Myjob was to connect with as many members
of Fantano Christian Church as Possible. So, ] gotto go horseback ricling and
calledita meeting. ]got to go bike ricling, and calledita meeting. ]got to go }'\iking,
and called it a meeting,. . .you get the Picture. | was Paid to Pl39 all dag ]ong in a church
that was 10 times the size of the one ] hadjust leftin a city that sunshined 350 dags a

968[”.

‘*— But this transition was not so grcat—*somcwhat Pain#i“cd . Beckg and | had alwags
lived near Familg. We said goocujgc to both sets of parents and had to give our fa mi]g
dog away because it would not have tolerated the extreme tcmperatures of the desert.
We gota real Picture of how far away T ucson was when it took us 3 clays to drive
there. We moved to a Place where we quite li’cera”y knew no-one. We rented a small
aPartment sigh’c unseen, and it turned out to be a bitlike a clungeon — the onlg window

being under a stair case.

T ransitions are a natural part of [fe—sometimes t/;cy come in waves and

are aéso/ute/q unrelentless.

This morning we bcgin a new series in the Pook of Joshua that vividly describes (7)

major transition after anotherfor Joshua & nation of |srael.

chcorc we dive into this amazing OT book ~ | thought we’d trace back thru scriPturc to see

I'IOW Joshua bccamc SUCl‘I a POWCI‘FU‘ man O‘F il’l‘ﬁUCﬂCC.

l. JOSHUA ~how this OT leader built his influence thru every transition.

A. ®Numbcrs 11:28 orp. 115

‘4— Jos/:ua was born in a slave camp in Egy/:)t He was trained at the feet of Moscs.
To&ay we might use the term “intern.” | he man who sPoke with (God face to face



trained and disciPle Joshua. [He was Joshua’s mentor. ( You want to be a man or

woman of Goa’?ﬁpcno/ time up close and /ocrsona/ with (goa//ﬂ /oco/o/c...)

B. ® Fxodus 33: 8-11 orp.7 1

4— JOSHUA was tutorcdé»sﬁqpcdéq Moses.

C.®FExodus 17:8-16

*— For‘PO years, Joshua and Caleb tromped around the wilderness, Fo”owing Moses. ]t
was Moses’ time to lead, and they did not try to usurp his authority. |~ ven thougl‘x

Joshua himself was aging, he was obedient to Gocl, waiting for Gocl’s timing. |nstead
of Pushing their own agencla, good leaders wait upon God.

D. ® Numbers 13: 16 orp. 116 (SIGNIFICANT TRANSITION ~had to

choosc)

® Numbcrs 1%:17-20
® Numbcrs 1%:25-%3
® Numbcrs 14:1-12

® Numbers 14 26-30

AN NI N

*— As followers of Cl’iris‘c, every time you go through a major life transition, anf/c/gatca/
and positive or dreaded and negative, takes ustoa NEW NORMAL, there are

Princip]cs we need to know and Put into Practicc... there will be a scary intersection

where the Promiscs of Gocl meet the rcalitg of life and what Path we choose ultimatcly

determines where we end up.

’*— At this intersection/in times of transition (wherc the Promises of (God meet the

realit3 of life) there is often both FEAR and COL/MGE



. ]:car: an internal alarm that goes of f within us in some fashion when we’re Facing
imminent clangcr, Feeling threatenec’, or gccling l’]eiplcss to avoid or Cl’lange the

situation.

- Couragc: the qualitg of mind or sPirit that enables us to meet danger orface

oPPosition or the cha”enges of life with Fear]essness, calmness, and firmness.

. Moses transitions out of leadership & Joshua transitionsinto leadership

Joshua’s NE\N NORMAL = 600,000 able-bodied m///tarﬂ agca/ men.
(lhcfuc//ng older men, womern, and C/7//c/r617) between 2 to 3.5 million souls to watch over.

‘*— Moses instruction bcgin to make sense b-c Moses knew how difficult bcing a goc”g
leader, Familg man, servant of GGod could be!

v ® Dcutcronomg 51:7-8 orp. 1 63
v ® Dcutcronomy 31:2%
v ]t’s why Moses said “..be strong and courageous”

F.® Dcutcronomg 34:5~-12

Il. JOSHUA takes over the reigns of/cac/@rs/;/’;p when he was 85 years’ old

and he serves for 25 years as the leader of lsracl,

A. ® Joshua 1:1-6 orp.168

B. God has already told him he will be victorious — So whg would he need 5trcngtl1 and

courag,c?

‘*— God’s promises of victory always come with conditions.

C. ®Jos|1ua 1: 7-9



THEN imPIies if you don’t do these things itwon’t haPPen... conditional - you
will be successtul in all ‘you do!

*— God c//]c/n’tg/vc Jos/:ua a warlp/an Forvictory.

v His success would come only by keeping his eyes on the [ ord and
doing exact/q what [ Je commanded in [Tis YWord.
v" T hiswas not a task to be done with natural strength but with obedience.

D. Thisis the same blucprint for victory that (God gives us!

1. This biblical truth is illustrated throughout the pages of scril:)turc

a. | he Holg 5Pirit releases [is power the moment you take a step of faith.
b. ]n Joshua % we find Joshua faced w/an impassib]c barrier the floodwaters of
the Jordan River receded only after the leaders stepped into the rushing

current in obedience & faith.

2. OBEDIENCE unlocks God’s Powcrl

a. God waits for you fo act /st

b. Donr't wait until you feel Powchul or confident.
c. Move ahead in gour weakness; doin g

the right thing n spite oFgourFears & xceelings.

]’” close with the clucstion that started our conversation ~ SO

HOW DID JOSHUABECOME SUCHAMAN OF INFLUENCE=

11 ]n every transition ~ -~ Joshua chose to trust (God instead of himself.

A. TWO FATHS that you can choose to Fo”ow~trust:



When you find 3oursehc at another con{:using intersection/transition in your life...

between Goa”s promises and the rea//ta/ O)[L/our//}[c, there are two Paths you can take:

1) 1t Path = Path of SCW-DcccPtion (| can handle it ~ ] know bcst)

. ]’vc never met someone who intcntiona”g screwed up their life.
" Everg time it was someone doing what theg thought was best for them at the time, or

what was the easiest way at the time.
+ ® Proverbs 3: 5-6 or p. 482
2) 2 path = Path of Faith—~Obedience
4 ® Joshua 1: 7-8 (Joshua’s key to being a man of influence)
B. Spiritually = jgnorance is NOT Bliss.

Some of us think that we will be able to stand before (God somedag and say ] did the best ]
could based on what ] knewl but that won’t work.

l) Thc 1cir5t 5tCP of ]:al'th is to be careful with scr{pturc.
2) At every intersection /transition in life the very first qucstion should be is: What
does (God’s word say about this?

C. Daily meditation on (God’s \Word is the keg to couragcously accomplishing all that

[Te sets before us. ]t includes five essential elements.

| ) Kcacling. We must first know what Gocl has said in [ Jis Word.

2) Be]ieving. Then we should believe His Word and [His Promises.

%) Absorbing. Next, we absorb 5criPture into our thinking so we understand it, and it
governs our thouglnts.

4) Obcying. Knowing what (God has said, we responcl with comP]etc and full obedience.
This is the goal of meditation.

5) Trusting. ® | Corinthians 10: 1% or p- 876



God goes before us. GGod Promiscd to take care of the enemy before the ]sraclitcs arrived.

Theg still faced batt]es, but God
assured them o{:victory if thcy had faith and obcycd Him.



