« JOSHUA ~ Devasta ting [ fects of [fidden Sim (7.16.17)

Contcxt | So how we got here this morning;:

“*— Godledhis PcoPlc into the Promisccl land. T old Joshua to go walk in water which is
atflood stage, Jos/wa obeqea’ & Goc/ 5toppea’ the water so t/;cz/ could cross.

”‘- Little ]atcr, thcg encounter a b]G C]TY w-~a b]G WALL that was a B]G
FKOBLEM God givcs them a crazy battle P!an which t/76L/ oéea/ & have

superna tural victory.

”*— Story after story of awcsomc/supcrnatural victories.

o} 777/5 /s the time to be most careful= after sPiritual victories and mountain toP

cxPericnccs isa very dangerous time.
o) \/\/Hen we are most confident we can handle any battle that comes our way is

when we suffer our greatest defeats.
o (Q) Proverbs 16:18, Fride goes before destruction,
and /laug/mhcss before a fall
o (onfidenceisa goocl thing BUT ONLY ”:] our confidence is in the | ord.

Let'sjump into the Book of Joshua:
| TheBattle of Al (unexpected outcome)
A ® Joshua 7:1-5 orp. 171
i. Compared w/the great city of Jericho ~ the small defenseless city of Ai was hardly

imprcssive. 5Pics = don’t weary entire army!

2. Joshua consented & sent 3,000 men up to conquerthe city of Al

3. Guess what haPPenecl ~ the small dc{:cnsc]css citg o{:Ai tota//fz routedthe Hebrew
army leaving %6 men dead.
4. v. S says the W's of the ﬁcbrcw warriors “ melted & became like water?



B. ® Joshua 7: 6-9

I. Joslﬁua instarstly goes into ‘WHY GOD WHY MODE’
2. When life hits hard we sometimes gointo a WHY mocle, straight to God.. theg didrt
look at thcmse]ves, thcg went straight to blaming and asking (God whym

3. ]n crisis, one of the healthiest most critical questions to ask ourselves is “God

what do you need be learn —~ what do you need me to changc n my fife.
l’m intrigucd bg God's direct answer (Power‘Fullg honest)
C. ® Joshua 7:10-12

t. Godisnotto blame—we are to blame when there is sin that is present and needs to be

honest!g dealt with and cleaned up...

2, Fragcr is a]wags the correct response in times of trouble BUT P]easc understand
prayer will not avail () NTI L sin has been authentically dealt with.

* ® Psalm é6: 18 orp. 442

D. Have you noticed how we water~-down (minimize our sins) as we refer to them?

. SliP~uP. Tl’lé floor was wet and someone s]iPPcd. Or thcg steppcd on a grape in the
floor and S!EPPCCI and fell.

- Arca of OPPortunitg. ]t’s not a sin at a”,Just an oPPortunitg to trust Jesus more!

. Hiccup. Maybe you can drink some water while holding your nose and the Prob]em will
go away.

= MisstcP‘ [e was going up the stairs and he missed a step.

. Blunder. He’s not sinning, fﬂc’sjust a Hunc{crcr, like the lovable grandpa on a bad
sitcom.

. Misguiclcd. [He didn’t sin. He was misguidecl. So he’s a victim of an unnamed bad
guicle.



. Lapsc injuclgcmcnt. [He didn’t sin. Hisjudgement lapsecl. Did he Forget to renew his
(Good Juclgmcnt software license?

”*— T hese terms don’t fool anyone, least of all unbelievers. Just say “sin” like the Biblc

says “sin.” No one is surprised when sinners sin. (Christ died for sin.

Bible defines sin in these direct terms:
“Remember, itis sin to know what you ougl'lt to do and then not do it.”

.. God's instructions for Finding the guiltg person (can you imagine).
1. ® Joshua7:13-15
2. Can you imagine what it was like for the nation of Jsrael as the night beforez

’4— 50 many Praging...{:eeling of dread being moments away from having to deal with hard
thin 25 (been there the n{gf/ﬂ' before church a’/sc/p//hc was administered)

3. | wonder what the guilty person did that nightin his tent?

’4- ..was he sweating bullets and full of regret? Or was hejusthcying? ]t’s only afew
clo”ars, it’sjus’c a couP]e of items, after all ] rushed in and did all the hard wori(, ]’m not
that bad, ]’m a good person, ]’m not like Ralﬁab the Prostitute and He saved her... it's

jus’c afew bucks, it's not like | am rea]lg clneating on l'n'm, it's not like | get drunk every
nigl’mt, but we rea”9 do love each other so it’s ok...

4. Thisis what | believe happcncd in the quictncss of that tent:

”*— 2nd guessing: J'm pretty sure that man would have walked right past that stack of loot if
he’d have taken the time to consider the fine Print that was Figurativc]g scrawled into
the bottom of that golcl brick. But he took what he wanted without cvcrrca/izingthat
the true cost of his “Purchasc” would include Ais fife and family.

”*— Satanis a master salesman: [ e taps into our unbridled cravings and conceals the

true costs. And too ogtcn, we choose to satisgg self-centered ]ongings with His



Promises of imaginarg benefits. We sign on the dotted line, and before the ink dries,

it's often too late to undo the clamage.
FF. Dontbe caught off guard ~ schemes of the devil are very obvious:

I. When General Georgc Fatton counter-attacked Field Marshal Rommel in Wor]d
\/\/ar ”, Fa’cton is rePorted to have shouted in the thick of battle, “] read your booi(,
Rommel! ] read your book!” f“lc knew the German leaders strategy and Plarmecl his

moves accorclinglg.
2. We can know the same about the Dcvil.
* ® ]| Corinthians 2: 9-11 or p-883

v Wc know Satan will attack weak sPots first. Watch for his tricks. You can
know what to cxPect. E_xpect to be temPted ]:)3 the Devi;. Forty dags of
Fasting left Jesus famished, so Satan began with the ’coPic of bread. Jesus’
stomach was emptg, so to the stomach Satan turned.

4 thrc are you cmPtg? Are you hungrg for attention, craving success, longing
for intimacy? Pe aware omcgour weaknesses. Bring them to (God before Satan
brings them to youl!

|_et's finish the biblical story;

(. ® Joshua 7: 19-21
”*— [Here’s a hard rcalitg that Achan had to learn first hand:

God's timeline /s always betterthan ours.

#* ® Joshua 8: 1-2



v /)[/76 would have Wa/tea//'usta alaq or two, he would have gotten so much more.

When we start te”ing (God what we want and when we want it, it takes
the control out of His hands and we take it on ourselves.

v Achan had watched many Gocl moments and blcssings but he still chose to do
it his way.

v How many omcyou have called out to (God about a job, re/at/ons/n"p, financial

decision, but when your answer doesn’t come through the way you want, you

decide to do it your way anyway, to do what you need to do to make it haPPcn.

God's timeline /s always betterthan ours.

. Two TiPs (to kccping your life clean before (God):

A 1#tip= UNCOVERIT

i. KCCP it hidden and it will keep control. Fincl someone you know love and trust and
resPect, and who will he]P you get through it.

*— Pastor and author John Ortberg (writes of the power of no-secret Fricndships):

Orne of the most imPortant moments of my sPiritual life was when | sat down with a Iong’cimc

friend and said, "] don't want to have any secrets anymore.”

] told him cverything | was most ashamed of. | told him about myjcalousics, my cowardice, how
| hurt my wife with my anger. ] told him about my historb\ with money and my historg with sex. |
told him about deceit and regrets that kccp me up at night. | felt vulnerable

because | was afraid that | was going to lose connection with him.

Much to my surPrisc, he did not even look away.

| will never Forget his next words.



« John," he said. "] have never loved you more than | love you right now." | he very truth about
me that ] thought would drive him away became a bond that drew us closer togcthcr. Hc then

went on to sPcak with me about secrets he had been carrging

2. ® Frovcrbs 28: 13 or p- 50
3, Achan confesses his sin, but does not rcPcntmcrom it. [He
onlg confessed after he was caught | ike other men in the Bible who confessed their

sins but not in real rcpcn’cance; Fl‘varaolﬁ, Balaam, Judas.

a. God’s way to handle sin is not to cover it up but to be honest and open and to
confess them to the Lord. Gocl wants us to tell Him the truth r‘ic alread9
knows. (God can bless a person who handles their sin biblica”g‘

b. The person who hides his sins will never prosper, but will face GOcl’sjuclgment.

c. TRUTHIS: wellall confess our sins one way or another...

d ® FhiliPPians 2:9~11 or p- 901

B. 27tp=GETRID OF IT-DESTROYIT

*— Dea] with it. [Fitis angwl—yere in your li]cc, it will still tempt you, call to you. Li'
isn’t enough to just confess it [Jave to deal with it. You car’t kccp it in the dark

corners of your tent, l’lOUSC, or heart.

v Dcnny in | ucson {(over 250,000 PornograPhic materials down-loaded)
4 Hc burned his hard drive

+ ® Proverbs 26: 11-12 or p- 500

-+

*— ® Ephcsians 4:20-29 or p. 897

v ] spent time with a brother this week who decided to get rid of his cable (wasting
too much time) he smiled and said, | started crjoging 5cripturc at night when ] was
mindlcssly watching tv.

]:ruit of repentance — rcdccming your life from sin.



Hosea 2: 15 or p- 680

\/a”e9 of Trouble (Achor ~Achan) was transformed to a ‘Gatcwag of HoPc.’



