
Message Reflections
a little something extra to keep you connected to Jesus this week

Message Reflections accompany the weekly message.

As Christians we believe humanity originated in the Garden of Eden where all things were
created by God and through God. We were free to walk with God, talk with God, and work
with God. We were in perfect relationship with each other and with our triune God (John 1).
We had meaningful and fulfilling work that was perfectly matched to our skill set. We had
beautiful fruits and vegetables to eat. All our physical, emotional, and spiritual needs were
being met (Genesis 1-3). God had created a beautiful and perfect home for us where we
could abide with him and he with us. Then we blew it and our sin problem began. We lost
our perfect home.

A perfect home is something that not everyone can relate to here on earth, especially
during the holidays. Maybe you come from a family that has never made it through a meal
without an argument erupting, or maybe you have three or four Christmases because your
parents have divorced and celebrations are done separately so you only get part of
Christmas with each set, or maybe your finances are so tight that there won’t be enough
Christmas presents under the tree this year, maybe your family got some really bad news
this season and celebrating seems wrong, or maybe a loved one will not be present this
year either because of a passing or a separation.

Whatever your home situation, it will never be perfect on this side of eternity. It just won’t
because of our sin problem. It will never fulfill the longing for home and relationship that
God has put in each of us. Ecclesiastes 3 says he has “set eternity in the human heart.” We
are foreigners here, waiting to return home.

God, in his love and mercy, had a plan from the time of the fall to return us to him; a plan
for us to come home. The plan was that he would send a rescuer, a savior, a
redeemer–Jesus. God would leave this perfect home to don humanity’s sin and die on the
cross like a criminal so he could defeat death by rising from the dead. Through his victory
over sin and death, he made a way for us to return home to our father, to himself.
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There are so many questions that are unanswered for me about our first home and things
that I will never understand on this side of eternity. Why was there a serpent in the garden?
Why was there temptation in the garden? Couldn’t he have made the garden anywhere;
why around this tree of the knowledge of good and evil? If God knew what would happen
then why did he create us in the first place? I don’t know those answers and they used to
really gnaw at me. Thankfully, the more I know God, the less answers I need. He has proven
to me time and time again that he is in charge of my life, that he is faithful and fulfills all his
promises, that he is with me in all things, and that he loves me more than I could ever love
anyone. That’s enough even if he is a little mysterious. That’s enough for me to follow him
anywhere and not have to know the exact plan or route or even the timing. All I know is
that he’s taking me home and I trust him. At some point in our spiritual journey, we must
all decide if we really trust him. Knowledge can only take us so far and faith is rooted in the
relationship. I have relationship with God, so I trust him. Because I trust him, I have faith for
the rest.

This season I’m going to try to remember that the perfect Christmas is a person and a
heavenly home awaiting me, not anything I can produce or create here on earth. It’s almost
comforting to know that nothing will satisfy my need for perfection… it was placed there by
God so that I would search for him. So when things aren’t perfect, instead of beating myself
up, I can remember it’s not supposed to be!

1) How do you handle unanswered questions regarding your faith or scripture?
2) What kind of home have you tried to create here on earth? What has been

successful? What has been lacking?
3) What is your favorite Christmas memory?
4) How have you tried to satisfy our “longing for home” with earthly things? How has

God filled your longing?


