“Practical Thcology ~ Justificatiorn” (64.17)

[ ver noticed] that some warning signs are more effective than others? When

we lived in Tucson, A/ the first (2) signs a/ways made me pausc and pay attention:
i. ..arattle snake coiled - crjo‘gca%f;éfn‘gan& occasiona”y would see this warning;

2. ..a mountain lion — crjogcc/bﬁérhg during hcavg droughts lions would come down out of the

mountains sccking water — that’s quitc an imminent threat a 5:30 a.m.

3. .effective dangcr sign: next to wires wJ*ngh electrical voltage caught my attention:

‘DANGE R: Do not touch. Not on{g will this kill you,
it will hurt the whole time you are c{gfng ?

[]:or mc] l am more //'Ae/z/ than notto heed a warning sign when /unc/crstana/ there

is a distinct Possibilitg-—immincnt threat that is Prcscnt(

In Christcnc]om there are some warning signs emerging that

actua//q make me nauscous to consider the c/amagc éc/ng done to (zod's church ®

ITSWHY...

we are ta‘cing the next few weeks to teach on cstablishing a biblical worldview!

Practical Theology is not an academic series to sharpcn our thco]ogical prowess; at some

Point good thco]ogg touches the ground - Practical, Practical. ..

What we believe determines the course of our life ~ recent data from the

LAmerican 5/’/3[: 5ocictf9] cites these troubling stats of what Christians now believe:

*— A recent report from [ he American PBible 50(:/’6&/ finds that 2/3 rd’s of the nation

believe the bib]c contains “cvcrytﬁ/nga person needs to know in order to live a

mcan/hg)[u///}[c.” butjust how dccp does their Christianity run?



”*— Lilchag Research, asked 3,000 Participants a set of 47 clucstions about
foundational Christian beliefs. Many of the answers revealed a mishmash of ﬁcrcsy

and confusion about C. /mﬁstfani{y’.s most basic doctrines.

4 70% of Amcricans agree there’s only one true Gocl~one in essence, three in
person: Father, Son and Holg Spirit Yet almost the same number believe
God accepts the WOI‘S/II;D of all other rc/{g/ons, even those that a’cnﬂ the
7_/7'/712:9 or wors/t{p other deities.

v 60% corrcctlg say Jcsus is both human and divinc, but 1 think t/latﬁc’.s also
“the tirst and greatest 5cing created. by God,” rather than existing cternally, as
5cnlbturc and the ancient creeds of the faith teach.

4 BEFORE you dismiss the seriousness of this intchretation that Jesus is a
created bcing, CONSIDER:

® Colossians T: 15~1 7b orp. 902
If Jesus were a created bcing ~it denies that he is the CREATOR (ﬁer@sy)

‘*— Over 60% of Americans say that (God, who cannot err, is the Author of the Biblc.
thfcwcr than 1% are w///lhg to atfirm that the Bible God wrote is “one hundred

Pcrccnt accurate in all it teaches.”

Mang will scriPturc has errors b-c humans got involvccl:justhcyinga Pcrfcct (God and implging
the Bib]c is an imPchect word (justhcging sins)

V' 75% admit everyone sins, yet also insist that mo.stpcop/c are gooz] by nature!
Consider the logic behind tl-lat...anyonc of us who has ever raised a teenager
knows that this ]ogic is non-sense.

v 1 of Americans believe that onlg those who accept Jesus will be saved, yet
80% also say everyone will cvcntua/!g malke it to Hcavcn.

"*— | ifeway identified 586 of the three-thousand respondents as “conservative-
Y P
evan gclica].” T hese are folks who believe the Rible is their ﬁ{gﬁcst autﬁorirz‘g, that



Pc‘rsona/ cvangc/fsm Is fmportanij and that trusting in Jesus’ death on the cross is the

on/g way of salvation.

v An astonishing 70%, forinstance, say Jesus is a created bcing.

v 56% say the 5rd Ferson of the Trinitg, the Holg SPirit, “s a divine force but
nota Pcrsona/ bcfn‘g. o

4 E_vangclicals, bg definition, believe trusting in Jesus is the on!y way of
salvation. Yc:t 27" }m/ ’s of cvangc//ca/s——morc than Americans as a whole—claim

[Teavenisa P/ace where all Fcop/e will ultima te[g be reunited with loved ones.

Next (2) weeks we are going to think througl-l a biblical lens about Salvation:
WE_E_K ONE.= Justimcication
WE_E_K _rWO = 5ancti1cication

. Salvation (Biblica”y groundcd)

A. (R) Romans 3:21-26 or p- 859 in pew Bible

i ) Salvation is (;0d's free gi}[t tous P RIOD. We are /'ust/}[/cc/ on/q [>q the blood of

Jesus; we can’t Persona”g do angtlﬁing to earn this Privi!ege ~ on]g accept it!

2) EMPHASIZE. ~ Justification is what (God does FOR (15!

‘*— “.. a one~time event; Justification” happens instantancously the moment you confess

your sins & ask Jesus to be the | ord & Savior!

5) EMFHASIZEN Sancthcication is what Goc] does ]N USY

’*— Sanctification exhibits the fruit of our rela tonship w/ Jesus = Proof

v a ]i{:e—iong process; 5anctl')(/catfon is the continual work of the Holg SPirit in

the life of the believer to conform us into Ckris’c’s likeness.



v An inward life that is marked by love)Jog, peace, Patience, kindness, gOOClﬂCSSJ

Faitkﬁulness, gent]eness, & self-control

v Thisis TANG/B[_E FKOOFO}C a life dedicated unto (God!

Moments Adam & [ ve disobcycd (God—sin entered the world & our sins separate us from

our Holy Goc]——rcscuc P]an was immccliatcly implcmcntcd.
” W/chsus = the Scarlct—*BLOOD RE_D thread throughout the Biblc’?

A. T/?C Scar/ct T/m:acf:
% ® (enesis 3: 14-15

‘4- ® Gcncsis 5:16-19 (Conscqucnccs for c//soécd/ence)

B. Gocl’s Plan to reconc//eAc/am & Evc back to full rc]ationship w-Him
# ® (Genesis 3: 20-2 1

‘*— As soon as Ac‘am and ]:_vc sinncd, Goa’s/m‘a//’nnoccnt bloodin order to make them

clothes from animal skins to cover their sin.

C. Thisisa Picturc of the covering of ﬁghtcousncss that we receive when the | ord
Jesus (Christ died for us.

*— The acceptable sacrifice for our sin has alwags been blooc], somcthing that Adam
and [ ve’s sons learned. ((Genesis 4)
v Thcg both instinctivc!g wanted to worship (God
4 Cain sacrificed the fruit of the land.
4 But A]Z)Cl knew that (God demanded blood and brought alamb to sacrifice.
v (God accepted the blood ogering, but did not accept Cain’s ogering.



‘*— This is because: QUOTF_ chrcws 9:22

“. .accorc]fng to the law of Moses, ncar/y cvcryt/nhg was Pun'/;'c'c] with blood.
[For without the shedding of blood, there is no Forgiveness.”

D. Scarlet T hread continues =
‘4— ® E_xodus 12: 11~13
% (hod wanted to deliver [His people from bondage in the land of [ gypt. Passover-
(Godinstructed each house to slay lamb-put the blood on door.

F. ® Joshua 2: 18-19 or (6" book in the (D7)

4 Rahab, the woman spoken to in this passage, was a harlot in the citg of
Jericho. As the lsraelites came to possess the ]anc{, her citg was destined for
destruction, and she a]ong with it. But she was delivered, and her life
transformed, simply ]33 tying a scarlet cord in her window.

4 The cord rcPrescntccl the blood of the | ord Jcsus Christ, and it Pointed to
the Lamb of (God that takes away the sin of the world.

v ]n 1Cact, Al L of the bib]e is about Jcsus Chris’c and [is blood reclemption,
and you will find this scarlet thread throughout the \/\/ord of C]ocl.

F. ® Matthew 1:21-23 orp. 723
From the first sin = BLOOD was aPPIiec]

*— Hc came to c']ic; Hc Planncc] to dic; Hc lived to clic; and Hc was born to die.
‘*— Bcfore this Planet was ever swung into space, (God had determined in
f’jis heart that f’jc would send f’jis Son to die upon the cross. How wonderful itis to
trace the scarlet thread of the blood of Christ woven throughout the Biblc &

how much more wonderful to cxPcricncc its rcdcmption Pcrsona”g.

1. J ustification—it’s practical implications:
P P



A Justilcication = no effort on our partin bcing declared innocentin the eyes of Giod

tl‘xroug!ﬂ Jesus’ sacrifice.
B. The nature of our rclationslﬂip with God = happened in aninstant through Christ.

v thn we acccPt Christ) Gocl doesn’t Put an ankle bracelet on us for two years and
then says, ok | know you aren’t going to steal anything, | will aclopt you now.

v tis Positional and instantaneous, and unconditional. You are adoptecl as sons and
daugl’xters of (God, the creator of cvcrgthing.

v So when God looks at you, you are blameless in His 5ight
because of your Posi’cion of being holg ancljusthciecl }39 the blood of Chris’c.

We seek to understand the rationality of justitication, but | am left wrestling with the mystery

of (God who would dare Provi&e such a way forus. | might get some of the whg [1e would do
such a thing, butitisa mystery that he would do such a thing forsuchas|.

C. Wl—wcn you teach that JUST”:]CAT]ON before GOD has nothing to do with
THEM and cvcrgtl'!ing to do with JE_SUﬁ tlwcg need to know that when thcy Fa”,

stumb]c, or screw up (wc a“ do),

4 Theg are able to KUN TO GOD and not from f“]'/m
v | dont think that (God will ask you, “why should | et youinto heaven?” ... but if
[He does the answer will have absolutclg NOTH]NG to do with anything

ou havc done... ou won’t ta“( about ou,
Y Y Y

Thcology has to touch the ground. .. whatwe believe about Goc] determines how we live

® [Hebrews 10:26-31 or p- 926






