“Practical Thcology ~ Sanctification” (6.11.17)

| like to think of our faith dcvclopmcnt Plan——Proccss of bccoming like Jesus as bcing

a/mosf[)é/ng//keaﬁ/l/ [ OON.
Tl‘nere are TWO WAYS to l(ccp a balloon afloat.

I. lxcgou fill a balloon with your own brcatﬁ, the on13 way to keeP itin the airis to

continua”y smack it quard. 7 hat's how rc/t}gion kccpsyou motivated. it

repeatcc”9 whits you. ".Stop doing this!" " (Get busy doing that" e more generous!”
“Volunteer more hours?” “ Attend this study!” «[ isten to this podcast” [Tillin g your
balloon with your breath/smacking itupin the airis tiring/{:ruit opgoing thru rclfgious

motions = unhcalthy pressure & gu//t—litcra”g cxhausting‘

OK

2. Butthere’s another way to keep the balloon afloat, )[///L/ourba//oon w-helium, then it

floats on its own, no smacking reauired. |¥'s much easier with helium and a reminder of
) greq

how much we need the [Foly Spiritto kccp us spiritual afloat = sanctification

Proccss——bccoming like Christ.

Todag, we are going to think thru a biblical lens concerning, Salvation:
[ astweek = Justification
This week = Sanctification

[ ast weekend (God's word reinforced.
l) 53/\/315'/’017 is (3od's free g/}[t to us FER]OD We are /ust/ﬁcc/ on/L/ 51/ the blood of
Jesus; we can’t Persona”g do angthing to earn this Privilege ~ on]g accept it!

2) EMFHASIZE_ ~ Justi}cication is what Goc] does FOK US‘

* o .a one-time event; Justf[fcatfon”happens instantancousfy the moment you confess
your sins & ask Jesus to be the Lorc} & Saviorl (Romans 10: 9)

3) EMPHASIZE. ~ Sanctification is what (God does |N (15!

‘*— 5anctlffcatfon /s the continual work of the Ho]y SPirit in the life of the believer to

conform us into Christ’s likeness. (in court of Jaw it'd be concrctcproo/-)




(Sanctification is not) a common term (seldom used in cvcrgdag conversation = it

is somewhat irrelevant—it comes from two [_ain words:

»  Sanctus which means /;o/g,
AND

. /:/carc_which means make.

"‘- So to sancthcg means to make holy. PBut, of course, the word “holg“ isn't much more
relevant tod53 than sanctification—with all the words holg now enhances the Cubs
Harry Carcy "50/5 cow" and Batman & Kobins’ "/1019 bat»i?‘ap“ we‘vejust aboutlost
the meaning of one of the most critical words in the Bible.

"*— As irrelevant as the wordterm sanctification may be where you work & in social life,

when you see it in action there’s no denying its game-changing effects.

o SUPPOSC you've always concealed Privatc sources of income when Fi”ing out
your tax returns. Then you Place 5ourxcait}1 in _Jesus (Christ as Savior and you
begin to tell the truth on your tax returns—that's sanctification.

o SUPPOSC 9ou'vc alwags argucc! with your spouse, and then of dag the Word
of (God Pricks your conscience and you begin to nit pick less and look for ways

to show respectan d support them—that's sanctification.

o SUPPosc you're |iving with your bog'girlxcricncl, and then one clay you meet
Jesus Christ and get the courage to move out—that's sanctification.

W[ﬁcn you see someone who has been SANCT”:I E_D——transmcormed from the inside out,

9ou’ll recognize it—hard to deny someone who’s made a positive changel

”*— There are Iiving images of sanctification in our current world. Malcolm

Muggcriclgc takes Mot/wr Teresa as an cxamplc:

4 “] think a person like her comes into the wor]cl, not 139 chancc, and radiates the
Christian faith at its most simPIe, most pure, most effective level. Sl’]e takes any

baby that is given to herand looks after it. She brfngs in c{ging /:)co)o/c from the
streets who m{gﬁt/fvc foron/y a quarl’crofan hour. \/\/hen they leave this life



with a ]oving Chris’cian face beside them instead of one of re‘jection, she would say
that it is well worth it. She is c/iamctn’ca//ﬂ oloposcd to the 5Iol'rit of the age—

abortion is a horror to her, and all the attitude of mind associated with it.”

(Et@rn/ty, April 1984, p- 2.7)

l. Bib]ica"y, here’s the truth about Sanctification

A. 1% Sanctification is ajoint Prcﬂcct between us and (God.
"*— ® Fhilippians 2: 12~13 or p. 900

Vo« Woré hard to show the results of . your salvation,”
= which means YOUK KOLE_ is imPortant‘
BUT

v FPadl goes on to say, « Foritis GGodwho is at work in gou.”

YOU ARENOT do?ng this Prcﬁcct on your own.

‘*— Sanctipication is cmPowcrccl 133 (hod; i#’s impossfb/c without him.

v Faul uses the Phrase to referto a HUMBLEatﬁtUG’c of
DE}DENDENCE f7’c’5 suggesting we have a role to ’p/aL/J but we
DONOT CONTROLIT

v Some t/nhgs we can controf \We can make Pl’xone calls, drive a car, watch a

ballgame. But some t/n’ngs we can do not/nhgabout [ ike the weather - on]g (God
can change the weather.

v Butthere is a third category. T hink about going to slccp. You can’t make
gourscl{: goto slccP the way you can make a Pl‘lonc call. But you can get ina dark

room, lie down on a soft mattress, turn out the lights, & slccP will come.

v INSERT] Balloon analogy

’4- WI’]CI’! ta”dng about trarxsFormation, Fau] genera”g uses certain grammatical form.
* © Romans 12: 1-2 orp.866



v When ta"cing about transformation, [aul oftenuses a Passivc imPcrativc.

v Faul doesnt say, “TRANSFORM 3ourscllc.”

v’ |nstead, he uses a Passivc imPcrativc containing command that gcncra"g starts
with “] et...”

v’ tisan imPcrativc, but he does not say, “ | ransform Hoursclmc.” |nstead
he says, “Lct God transform you.”

4 Somcthing ONLY GOD can do for you =no rcligious motions can do it.

v «] et (God transform you.”

B. 27 Sanctification is (God’s will.

+ ® | Thessalonians 4: 3 or p- 906
AND

”*— “FFor this is the will of (God, even ﬂoursanct/ffcat/bn, that ye abstain from fornication”
(ASV) translates ‘f']'o/irlcss’(hagios) as ‘ Sanctificatior’

1) Thetruthis everybody is in the process of being formed spiritually.

» The question is not if you're going to be formed spiritually; the question is by whom

will you be formed?
. ]Fﬁou’re not formed by God, then you have a spiritual adversarg — the Evil One —
who will be happg to do the task.

2) We shouldnotbe a Pcople with a Pcacctime mcntalitg. Satanis {:ighting with his
forces to resist the Gospel and exPancl his own cleac”g ‘(ingclom.

V' T he way to gain victory over evil in the power of (_hristis to maintain a wartime
menta]itg.
v A sanctified person will be Prcparcd for every Ficry dart the enemy fires at you.

"‘— ® chrcws 12: 12-14or p- 928



3) Are you Pursuing your Faith DcvcloPmcnt with full resolve? Feop]e will pursue other
things with full devotion, but not sanctification.

C. }“j Sanctification is a painstaking process not an event.

+ SANCTIFICATION = LIFE-LONG PROCE.SS OF BECOMING
L] KE JESUS = We [)6//@\/@ t/76 5/’[)/@ tcac/wss t/mtoncc a person /735 received

Crod's grace Z)ﬁ Putt/ng faith in (hrist, the IiFe~|ong process of sanctification bcgins,
with the individual repenting of their sins and being baptized by immersion.

4 Think of a time when you took a ]ong vacation with kids. Wl’}at’s the first
question theg ask?“ Are we tﬁcrcyct?” Some People impatientlg waitfor an
elevator, Pressing the button rcpcatecﬂg. Somehow theg believe the elevatoris
going to say to itself, « T hat guy on the fourth Hooris in a f){g /7urr:y. [ better

s)élp all the other floors and head r{g[rt down there for him.”
v Wewantitto happcn now = Sanctification does happcn that way.

* ® Philippians 3: 12-21

4 ]t’s guaranteec{ Hou’” sliP; the clanger is when you sliP 3ou’” get cliscouragccl
and give up. Faul urges us to ‘(eeP going and to Forgct what is behind.
Sanctificationis a process. So dor’t give up.

"*— ]t was a process for Joim Newton—do you remember him? John Newton was a slave
trader. [ e bouglﬂt and sold thousands of men, women and children from Agrica into

siavery. /n e was on a s/iave s/7/p, and a storm ro}ffea in anail reatence O SIn
lavery. /n 1748 h [ave ship, and a st lled in and it threatened to sink

the shiP. He fell to his knees on the shiP and he Prayed out to Gocl for mercy. ]t was
that nigl'lt, Jol‘m Newton says, that he turned his life over to (Christ. But here is the
thing. [ereis the thing: He didnt immediatelg stop slave trac]ingQ For awhile, he kePt
trading slaves. But trans{:orming grace was at work in his life. Hc rcpcntccl and he
turned away from this horrible sin, and he became an abo]itionis’c, a Preacher, a hgmn
writer. ln 1772 he wrote a hgmn that you know very we”, “Amazing Gracc.” ]’c became
Probablg the most Popular song in all of lﬁistorg. The message was simplg that grace
has the power to transform. ]’c has the power to rig}w’c your wrongs. lt even has the



power to take a man who once traded slaves an& turn lﬁim into a man W!"lO gought For

their freedom. Grace transforms.
” Thc goa] of sanctification = in a 5ing|c word—is love.

A\ Thereis a huge difference between being sanctitied and being sanctimonious. The

goal of sanctification is to become loving persons.
B.® Titus2: 11~1140rp. 918

. e goal of sanctitication = in a single word—is love
C. The goal of sanctification = in a single word—is |

«/ think a person like her comes into the Wor‘/af not [75 C/73/7C€) and radiates the (hristian

faith at its most 5/mlo/c, most pure, most effective level.

’*— Which reminds me of one of my favorite = | don’t know the name of the Iad\(j, but | do know her
story. She was being pushed along by an angry mob, and the mob was made up of the
spiritual leaders of Jesus’ day. T his lady covered herself in nothing but a bed sheet. She had
yanked it off the bed as she was pulled out of the house. She was thrown in the dirt at Jesus’
feet. One of the sPiritual leaders in the mob says to Jesus, “We've caught this woman. We've
caugl'lt herin the act of adulterg. T he law says we stone her. What do you say? Sheis gui|t5.”
Jesus kneels down and He starts to write something in the dirt with His Finger. We dont
know what it was. | he sPiritual leaders in the mob grow im Patient‘ “The law says we stone her!
Jesus, we caught herin the act. We caught her” e continues to write in the dirt. Eventua”g,
[He straightens up. “Well” He says, “if any of you is without sin, you can cast the first stone.”
[He bends back down and bcgins to write again. Some commentators sPcculatc that [ e was
writing the sins of the accusers in the dirt. We don’t know. Whatever it was, it got their
attention, because one-by-one they dropped their rocks and they walked away until it was just
Jesus with this woman. [Tor the first time she looks up into [is eyes and for the first time that
day she sees cyes that dort condemn. And Jesus speaks to her and He says, Woman,
where are your accusers? |s there anyone left to condemn you?” She must have thought,
“There is still one. Tl—zere is still one who could condemn me.” Ancl then Jesus says, “Neitlﬁer
do ] condemn you. 60 now and leave your life of sin. You’re Forgiven. Now go and change

your life.”



V' |fthere were a sPirituaI growth chart, what would it say about you? [ you were to ]ag
that sPiritua] growth chart against your chart from last year or five years ago, how
would things be different? |f there was a category for Paticncc, how would you have
changcd’? |f there was a category ofjjog and peace and kindness, generosity,
gent]cness, sch-control, com Passion; if there was a categor9 for you as a Fathcr, a
l’xusband, a mot]ﬁer, as a whce, what would it say about gou? You see, there should be
this transformation that is taking Place. Let’sjust be clear: (God is not wanting tojust
moc{hcg your morals or sim P!9 acﬁus’c your attitude. He doesn’t want tojus’c Polish up
your Personalit3 or fine tune your manners. f‘lc doesn’t look tojus’c make a few tweaks

in your life when you walk in that door- He wants total transformation.

v [INSEK_]_] Ba"oon analogg

v ] think the bow that makes the analogg most comPletc is the fact that the air
balloon is filled with our own air = anything we try to do ourselves, on our own,
in addition to beingjusthciecl, all the trying we do. guilt and pressure we puton
ourselves. Seeing the helium = Holg SPiritl

v Balloon float Pcacc?u”g and easi]g up in the airis a great and stark contrast.

Maybc the incomplcte part could be filled in }35 knowing how to fill your
balloon with the rﬂolg Spirit’?



	 Instead, he uses a passive imperative containing command that generally starts with “Let. . .”

